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Fascistij and one for the Avanguardisti and Balilla in each pro-
vince; (g) one Commandant each for the Fascist Youth, Avan-
guardistiy and Balilla in each commune. The financial needs of
the organization were met by the contributions of public and
private bodies on a so-called voluntary basis.

The G.I.L. had the following sections, according to the age
and sex of its members:

BOYS from   6 to   S years     .        .    Figli della Lupa (Wolf-cubs)
8 ton"            .         .    Batilla

.    Balilla Moschettieri (Musketeers)

ii to 13

13  to 15
15 to 17

17 tO 21

GIRLS from   6 to   8
8 to 14

14 to 17

17 tO 21

Avanguardisti
Avanguardisti Moschettieri
Giovani Fasristi
Figlie della Lupa
Piccok Italians
Giovani ItaEane
Giovani Fasciste

The regimentation was on the lines set down for the O.N.B,,
with a few changes, especially as regards the Giovani Fascisti.
The two main objects of the G.I.L. were physical and military
education; the spiritual side was inherent in these, inasmuch as
the Fascist creed was a warlike one: health and strength and
discipline were more necessary than anything else to those who
were to become soldiers and conquerors. Physical education
was organized according to a plan meant to give a regular,
scientific development of the body. Four grades of training were
laid down for the physical education of boys and girls from eight
to eighteen years of age, each grade lasting about three years. In
the first grade physical training was almost exclusively confined
to recreational exercises, minor games, marching and running.
Games and competitions were developed in the second period.
The last two periods were devoted largely to different types of
athletics and specialized exercises according to the capacity of
the individual; individual training, however, did not stop collec-
tive exercises, so that not only fitness, but preparedness for mili-
tary life was kept in view.
Physical education was given by the G.I.L. through two
different channels, i.e., directly in the framework of its own
organization, and in the framework of the elementary and secon-
dary public and private schools. The plan mentioned above was
followed in both cases, and the curricula for physical education
in the schools were drawn up in conformity with that plan. The
children, however, found themselves in a different position
according as they underwent their teaching and training as
pupils of the schools or as members of the G.I.L., although the